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Mother Teresa’s Canonisation

According to Catholic World News, over 120,000 people attended her canonisation. In his 
homily, Pope Francis reflected on Mother Teresa’s life and works, and encouraged the 
Catholic faithful to see the face of Christ in those we encounter, as she did. 

Pope Francis said, “Mother Teresa loved to say, “Perhaps I don’t speak their language, but I 
can smile”.  Let us carry her smile in our hearts and give it to those whom we meet along 
our journey, especially those who suffer.  In this way, we will open up opportunities of joy 
and hope for our many brothers and sisters who are discouraged and who stand in need of 
understanding and tenderness.”

Each member of the community received a special holy card 
and medal to commemorate the canonisation of Mother Teresa, 
which were blessed by Fr Tom at our community mass the 
previous week. 

Fittingly, our Year 12 graduates were challenged to espouse the 
values of Mother Teresa as they step out into the world post 
their schooling - to be of service, to reach out with compassion, 
and to see the face of Jesus in everyone. 

A presentation is being showcased in the Learning Centre this 
week, commemorating Mother Teresa’s life and works as well 
as her famous sayings.

Pope Francis
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Let us be renewed 
by God’s mercy, let 
us be loved by Jesus, 
let us enable the 
power of his love 
to transform our 
lives ....

Our College community celebrated and commemorated jubilantly 
the canonisation of one of our own patrons, Saint Teresa of 
Calcutta, on Monday 5 September at the final Year 12 assembly.

Mother Teresa’s canonisation took place at St Peter’s Basilica 
in Rome on Sunday 4 September by Pope Francis, in a special 
outdoor mass. This was televised live around the world, via live 
streaming and could be viewed in Australia from 6:30pm Sunday 
evening.

TWO MIRACLES WHICH ARE ATTRIBUTED TO MOTHER TERESA’S CANONISATION

In order for someone to be declared a saint, they need to perform two miracles which 
are unexplainable by scientific explanation. The two miracles attributed to Mother Teresa 
were healing miracles:

1. The first miracle came to Monica Besra, an Indian woman who had a massive tumor 
in her abdomen. According to Besra, she was wearing a locket containing the image 
of Mother Teresa. A beam of light emanated from the locket at the moment the 
miracle occurred. All subsequent medical scans revealed she was totally cured. 
There was no scientific or medical explanation for the miracle.

2. A second miracle had been attributed to the intercession of Mother Teresa. 
This miracle involved a Brazilian man who was afflicted with tumors and was 
miraculously cured. 



SAINT TERESA OF CALCUTTA

Born Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu in 1910 in 
Skopje, Yugoslavia, she joined the Sisters 
of Loreto in 1928. She took the name ‘Teresa’ 
after St Teresa of Lisieux, patroness of the 
Missionaries.
 

In 1948, Teresa came across a half-dead 
woman lying in front of a Calcutta hospital. 
She stayed with the woman until she died. 
From that point on, Mother Teresa dedicated 
the majority of her life to helping the poorest 
of poor in India, thus gaining her the name 
“Saint of the gutters.” She founded an order 
of nuns called the Missionaries of Charity 
in Calcutta, India dedicated to serving the 
poor.
 

In 1952, Mother Teresa founded the Nirmal 
Hriday Home for the Dying in a former temple 
in Calcutta. It was here that they would care 
for the dying Indians that were found on the 
streets. Mother Teresa saw Jesus in everyone 
that she met. It did not matter whether they 
were dying of AIDS or leprosy, she wanted them 
to be able to die in peace and with dignity. For over 
fifty years, she worked selflessly helping the poor. It 
is that devotion that won her respect throughout 
the world and the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979. 
She died in 1997.

PRAYER FOR  SAINT TERESA OF CALCUTTA
Lord Jesus, Merciful Face of the Father, 

you came to give us the Good News of the Father’s mercy and tenderness.
We thank you for the gift of our dearest Mother, Saint Teresa of Calcutta,

who has been canonized in this Jubilee Year of Mercy.
You chose her to be your presence, your love and compassion to the brokenhearted, 

the unwanted, the abandoned and the dying.
She responded wholeheartedly to your cry, ‘I Thirst,’ by the holiness of her life 

and humble works of love to the poorest of the poor.
We pray, through her intercession, for the grace to experience your merciful love 

and share it in our own families, communities and with all our suffering brothers and sisters.
Help us to give our “hearts to love and hands to serve” after the example of Mother Teresa.

Lord Jesus, bless every member of our family, our parish, our diocese, our country, 
especially those most in need, that we all may be transformed by your merciful love. 

Amen.

“There is no great things; only small things done with great love”
SAINT TERESA OF CALCUTTA: Pray for us



From the Assistant Principal
Year 12 Major Events
The College enters a very important fortnight as Year 12 students experience the major formal events of their 
graduation. The College Graduation Breakfast (Friday 16 September) and Graduation Mass and Prizegiving 
(Monday 19 September) take place in these 2 weeks and Year 12 students are reminded that their uniform/
grooming must conform with College standards, including wearing of the College blazer, proper leather 
shoes, hair styles and colour, and girls are reminded that long nails and nail polish are not part of the 
grooming policy of the College.  It would be a shame to see any Year 12 students miss one of these events 
due to an incorrect uniform or improper grooming. 

Following the Graduation Breakfast, Year 12 students will be involved in a rehearsal for the Graduation Mass 
and Prizegiving. Year 12 students will be dismissed after this rehearsal for the remainder of the day.

Year 12 Seminar Program
Before the Higher School Certificate examinations commence Year 12 students will be able to participate in 
a HSC seminar program for a range of subjects during the last week of  Term 3 and the first week of Term 4. 
Students will receive an outline of the seminars in Week 9. 

Year 11 Preliminary Course Examinations
We wish our Year 11 students all the best as they sit for their Preliminary Course examinations in weeks 9 and 10.

Term 4 Commencement
Please note that Term 4 commences on Monday 10 October. Students return to school in their summer 
uniform.

Mr Michael Lewis, Assistant Principal

Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) Term 3
The Term 3 PAC Meeting was held on 7 September. The new READY program was outlined by Mrs 
Jesuadian (Leader of Teaching & Learning). 

The goals of the READY program include:
• Personal readiness - setting goals and achieving them (with assistance)
• Career readiness - identify careers that match goals and know what is needed to succeed in these careers
• Academic readiness - preparation for HSC and in post school education/ workplace
• Admissions readiness - meeting admission requirements
This program will run during study lessons in 2017. Community Day feedback and Textbooks were also discussed.

Staff News
Mr Alasdair Hey (ICT/eLearning Coordinator) will be leaving the College at the end of the term 
as he is moving his family to Armidale, NSW to experience the country lifestyle. Mr Hey has 
excelled as a Physics teacher at our College for many years and has served with distinction 
on the College Executive and Learning Committees. He will be greatly missed. We wish him 
all the very best for the future and thank him for his most valuable contributions to College life.

Mr Matthew Young will fill the position of  Acting eLearning Coordinator in Term 4. 

Ms Anna Dionis (Science Coordinator) returns from maternity leave in Term 4.  I would like to take the 
opportunity to thank Mr Peter Hickman for the excellent leadership he showed as Acting Science Coordinator 
during Ms Dionis’ absence.

At All Saints Senior College, PAC Meetings are usually held once a term. Our PAC operates as a 
consultative committee in that ideas are put to the parents who attend (by the Principal and/or Executive 
members) for comment and input. We then use that input to guide or shape our decisions. The Term 4 
PAC Meeting will be held on Wednesday 30 November. Meetings commence at 7.00pm and all parents 
are welcome to attend. Tea, coffee and a light supper will be provided. 

PARENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE (PAC)



 

Catechists
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Year 12 Catechists who have taught 
scripture at Newbridge Public Primary School as part of our Catechism program, 
Raiyen Ledesma Vallejos, Ana Lastro, Sarah Abrahamse, Jason Giang, Darren 
Wiyana, Blessy Vincent, and  Sheila Reantaso. 

Thank you also to our Year 11 Catechists who will be taking over completely in 
Term 4, Joshua Arena, Jessel Figues, Eloise Hanson, Alicia lee, Benson Lilo 
Oro, Donna Nguyen, MyMy Ngyuen, Mary-Clare Pereze, Stephanie Sonter, 
Connor Strathern, Claudia Torrisi, Valentina Yousif. 

   Mr Daniel de Marco, Youth Ministry Coordinator

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion Course
On Wednesday 31 August, six students from the College; Jude Catalo, Jason Giang, Jennifer Irani, 
Nireeksha D’Souza, Claudia Torrisi and Luca Cattarin attended a liturgy course to be trained as Ex-
traordinary Ministers of Holy Communion. 

The course was facilitated by Fr Danai Penollar, Parish Priest at Our Lady of Fatima, Caringbah, and 
Liturgy Office of the Archdiocese of Sydney, and was held at De LaSalle Senior Catholic College, Cronulla. 
The students were educated about the significance and meaning of the Eucharist for the Catholic tradi-
tion, and the humble service required of this special ministry within the mass. The students engaged in a 
practical workshop, learning how to effectively serve in this ministry. Congratulations to these students. 

They represented their College proudly and it was wonderful to see them being proud ambassadors 
of their Catholic faith.

Ms Alison Darmody, Religious Education Coordinator



Archbishop’s Award
The 2016 Archbishop’s Award 
was presented to Nireeksha 
D’Souza at St Mary’s Cathedral on 
Thursday 8 September. 

Nireeksha received this award as 
she was judged to have given 
witness to her Christian values 
and actively contributed to the 
faith life of the College and parish. 

Congratulations to Nireeksha and 
her family.

Annual Catholic Youth Forum
On 30 August, Donna Nguyen, Hopeful Mukucha, Kane Sharp and Zach Lee from Year 11 represented 
the College at the Annual Catholic Youth Forum. The event was hosted by Dr Dan White, the Executive 
Director of Catholic Schools. The forum was an insightful venture for each student as they discussed 
and discerned the powerful challenge of Pope Francis in his calling of the Jubilee Year of Mercy.

Dr Dan White answered questions from the students from across the Southern Region, in a segment 
called “ Student Buzz” covering topics such as refugees, mental health in schools and the Catholic 
Church’s attitude to current issues in our community. The forum was thoroughly enjoyed by all and was 
a great opportunity to share ideas with other students in the Southern Region. 

The students reflected on the forum: 

“We have to let our sins go to fully allow God to show us mercy.” Donna

“Mercy involves turning discussion into action.” Kane

“We learnt that there are multiple aspects to mercy and that the true challenge was our humble sacrifice 
in the midst of school pressures. Our ability to risk our reputation to show mercy. The idea of unmerited 
kindness being a choice rather than an obligatory act.” Zach
 

“Mercy is multifaceted in a sense. You can not have or show mercy in your life without the characteristics 
of sympathy, empathy, compassion, charity, justice and forgiveness.” Hopeful

Mr Daniel de Marco, Youth Ministry Coordinator



Indigenous Awards

The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Year 12 HSC Awards were held at Southern Cross Catholic 
College in Burwood on Tuesday 23 August. Thank you to all families who attended. Special thanks 
to Ms Krauze who organised the event and has been tireless in supporting Indigenous students and 
families throughout the year.



Can you believe it? Two years ago, we walked into these halls as nervous as we were the first day of 
school, thinking of how far away graduation is and now with only two weeks to go the prospect of finally 
finishing our schooling life has become a reality. We stand here today on the precipice of the future. 
It’s not a distant reality anymore. It begins here, It begins today. We began high school as children, 
but we’re leaving here as adults. We’ve almost completed our 13 years of schooling that will serve as 
the platform we use to launch ourselves into our futures. Some of us will go onto further study, others 
will go straight into the workforce, but each of us will travel our own path. 

The time at All Saints that we have shared together has been a tremendous journey that has forged 
the paths that we will take. Together we have shared experiences that have shaped us and helped 
us to grow into who we are today and made memories that will remain with us in our life outside of 
the College. From the first dance off at Bruce Moose, to the endless amounts of rap battles and volleyball 
matches and of course the daunting experience of the HSC. 

We don’t think our time here at the College would have gone as smoothly as it did without the help 
of our wonderful teachers. Even though at times it doesn’t seem like we appreciate it, everything you 
have done has brought us to where we are now. So we thank you for so unselfishly sharing your time, 
talent and knowledge with us. A special thanks to the all support staff as well who have also helped in 
making this College a great place, your work, time and effort has not gone unnoticed during our time 
here in this College. 

Next, we would like to thank our amazing Year Coordinator, Ms Wilkins and Assistant Year Coordinator, 
Mrs Deli, thank you so much for seeing the potential in us even when we couldn’t. Ms Wilkins, thank 
you for always putting our wellbeing first and wanting the best from us. Mrs Deli, thank you for always 
greeting us with a smile and always helping us when we needed it. 

Year 12, it is an honour to graduate with you here today and we are thankful to be apart of such 
a wonderful and talented year group. You’re not only our classmates, but you’re our friends and we 
can’t think of better people to be graduating with. Thank you for all the laughter, smiles and good 
times shared amongst us, it is what has made these two years bearable. Together we have achieved 
more than we possibly could alone. And with the HSC on the horizon, it is time to stand together even 
more so to be able to achieve the best that we can. It is only fitting that we pay our respects and 
remember our beloved brother, Kareem, who would have been graduating with us here today, he is 
gone from our touch but is here in spirit and not forgotten.

Of course, there is one special group that we also need to thank, our SRC who have been with us 
and helped us during this year, their support and dedication to the College is outstanding and worthy 
of praise. It has been an wonderful experience to serve this school and a privilege to work with such 
a great team. It has also been a humbling honour to be your College Captains and we can say this 
on behalf of the Vice Captains as well that we are thankful for giving us this opportunity, one we will 
never forget.

Thank you.

.........It has been a wonderful 
experience to serve this school 
and a privilege to work with 
such a great team. It has also 
been a humbling honour to be 
your College Captains and we 
can say this on behalf of the 
Vice Captains as well that we 
are thankful for being given this 
opportunity, one we will never 
forget.

College Captains’ Final Assembly Speech (Abridged)

Luca CattarinTaniesha Thome



Updated advice for HSC students about examinations
Advice for HSC students about examinations has been updated on the Students Online website to include 
important information about the 2016 HSC examinations. It covers a range of topics including revised 
syllabuses, changes to specifications and courses where personalised answer booklets are being 
introduced.

HSC Examination Timetable
The full HSC timetable is available from the BOSTES website; click here to access the full examination 
timetable. https://studentsonline.bostes.nsw.edu.au/go/exams/hsc_2016_exam_timetable/

HSC Results
HSC results will be available from 6am on Thursday 15th December. Make sure all your personal details 
have been updated via the the Students Online Website. 

New signing in and out rules apply during the Preliminary Examinations.

Morning examinations:
Students move directly to the examination venue where they are marked as present on a course master list.

At the end of morning examinations:
The golden rule is that students must always swipe themselves out using their student ID Card before 
leaving the premises.

Students who are staying on site for an afternoon examination DO NOT need to swipe out. (These students 
should be working in the Learning Centre or with a teacher).

Afternoon examinations:           
All students arriving for an afternoon examination must sign in using their student ID Card at Student 
Services.

At the end of afternoon examinations:
If an examination finishes prior to 3.00pm, students must sign out at Student Services.
If an examination concludes after 3.00pm, students are free to leave the College without signing out.

Students who wish to be on site (at any time other than during their actual examinations):
Students are welcome to study in the Learning Centre / work with a teacher etc when they do not have an 
examination but must swipe themselves in at the College office using their student ID Card when they 
arrive, and swipe themselves out when they depart.

Students must not be a distraction to scheduled classes.  Students will only be permitted to stay on site if 
they are in the appropriate school uniform for that time of year.

I wish both Year 11 and Year 12 students all the best for their upcoming exams.

Ms Leanne Kelly, Curriculum Coordinator

HSC Information for Year 12 Students.

Examination information for Year 11 Students



These last few months of Year 12 can be overwhelming as the focus just seems to be on marks, 
marks, marks.  So here are some important things to remember:

Yes this year is important. And yes you want to get the best marks you can. BUT.... A very big but.  
You as a person are not defined by a number alone.

There are always alternate paths to get to where you want to go in life. The marks might make it 
quicker or easier but if you really want to get somewhere, if you are passionate about what you want 
to do, you will find a way to make it happen. Many people don’t get their first preference at university, 
so start off in one course then transfer after a year to the one they really wanted.
 

Lots of students leave school and find out that they actually have some incredible skills, they just 
weren’t academic! They discover that they are really good at lots and lots of stuff and that in the end, 
the marks did not make that much difference to their final career.
 

Really what you want after the next few months is to walk away with no regret, to be able to walk 
away saying no matter what, I really did the best I could – rather than I threw away twelve years of 
school just because I couldn’t be bothered pushing hard in the last few months. Doing your best is all 
anyone should expect of you, teachers, parents and even yourself.
 

These can be challenging months and you will be so over study by the end of it. The hardest part of 
Year 12 is finding the self-discipline to make yourself do the study when you don’t feel like doing it! 
So hang in there, persist, just take it day by day and make use of the support structures around you 
through the school, family and friends.   Dr Prue Salter
 

While Year 12 is busy studying, the rest of the school can learn more about how to achieve their personal 
academic best at school at www.studyskillshandbook.com.au  by logging in with these details:
Username: ascsc  Password: 60success
 

Mrs Heather Jesuadian/ Raelene Blanch-Coppola, Teacher Librarians

Final Study Tips for Year 12

On Thursday 24 August Year 11 and 12 Italian classes travelled  to Little Italy - Leichhardt to view a 
beautiful Italian film “Se Dio Vuole” a multi- award winning film set in Rome about contemporary life and 
family relationships. The film was certainly enjoyed by all.

The film was followed by a beautiful lunch in the Italian Forum and of course ‘un bel gelato’ before 
departing. Grazie for your wonderful participation

Mrs Teresa Baroni, Italian Teacher

Italian Film Study Excursion



Celebrating Excellence in HSIE
On Thursday 8 September, the annual presentation 
of HSIE Awards for Excellence in a Major Project 
was held in the College Learning Centre. It was an 
opportunity to recognise the outstanding work of 
both Year 11 and 12 students in a range of HSIE 
subjects. 

After hearing a short presentation about each 
project, the audience was able to view many of the 
projects that were also on display. Also acknowledged 
were the efforts of the Year 11 Mock Trial Team and 
their mentors from Year 12. 

Students, their parents/carers and members of staff 
then celebrated their achievements with afternoon 
tea. 

Congratulations to all the award winners for their 
dedication and excellent work. 

Ms Diana Sillato, HSIE Coordinator



Society and Culture Excursion:  State Library of NSW
On Friday 26 August, our two Society and Culture classes visited the State Library of NSW.  Students were 
taken on a tour of the facilities and run through a workshop with Library staff.  It was a very insightful day 
as students were able to learn about the workings of the State Library and also peruse the meritorious PIPs 
from previous years.  They now have to start thinking of an original PIP topic, and be ready to start their 
projects at the start of Term 4.

Ms Leanne Kelly, Society & Culture Teacher

National Titration Competition
On Saturday 10 September, our three titration heroes Namita Anand, Nireeksha D’Souza and Rhea 
D’Souza from Year 12 Chemistry competed in the RACI National Titration Competition at the University 
of NSW.

Here, 28 teams of the very best analytical chemists from 106 NSW Secondary schools met to decide 
who was the best in NSW. These top 28 had been selected from approximately 420 teams in the NSW 
State Titration Competition earlier in the year.

It was a gruelling 3 hour laboratory session as the participants had to calculate the concentration of a 
minute quantity of potassium hydrogen phthalate (KHP) to four significant figures. Glassware clashed 
and brains bashed as they analysed their samples.

Our girls did very well, they ranked as a team of Excellence - 5th in NSW. Congratulations to them. 
Later in the year we will discover their National ranking.
Mr Alasdair Hey, Chemistry Teacher



The NRL School to Work program, in collaboration with Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs and TAFE NSW 
organised a careers and education expo exclusively for our Indigenous students in the Sydney region. The 
Indigenous Careers & Education Expo was held on Tuesday 16 August 2016 at ANZ Stadium, Sydney Olympic 
Park. It was a fantastic opportunity for students to connect with potential education providers, learn more 
about different education facilities, and be exposed to many different employment opportunities open to 
them. 

Students who attended the day gained first hand information from Australian Defence Force, TAFE NSW, 
employment agencies, SBAT agencies and many universities in NSW. The experience was invaluable, exposing 
our young people to the enormous amount of opportunities open to our Indigenous students. 

The NRL School to Work program organised a Women’s Leadership Cultural Cruise to promote leadership in our 
young women. The cruise was held on Wednesday 17 August 2016 and provided a unique opportunity for our 
young Indigenous women. NRL School to Work organised for special guests and NRL ambassadors to present 
an inspiration to our young Indigenous women of the future. 

The four girls who attended were: Kendell Wilson, Leisel Wilson, Stevie Tritton and Bianca Nicholas-Ceissman. 
This was a fantastic opportunity for our students to connect with inspirational leaders from their Indigenous culture 
and exposure to different Indigenous communities, focusing on the Sydney city region.

Brooke Krauze, Learning Support Teacher

Indigneous NRL School 2 Work Program

Indigenous Careers & Education Expo

Women’s Leadership Cultural Cruise



REGISTER TODAY

leaders/

ENGAGING ADOLESCENTS™
ONE-DAY INTENSIVE PARENTING WORKSHOP

Learn practical skills for resolving teenage behaviour problems in modern times
Build a stronger relationship and renew your sense of confidence by equipping yourself with 
the skills to hold tough conversations about challenging behaviour with your teen.

Saturday 22 October 2016 | 9:00am - 4:00pm
Venue:  The King’s School, 87-129 Pennant Hills Rd, North Parramatta. 
Prices :  $109 one-person | $189  two-people
***Spaces are limited.  Book early.***

REGISTER NOW http://parentshop.com.au/kings

Learn:

• Some common ground shared by parents & reasonable 
expectations to hold about teenagers

• New understandings of adolescent brain development

• Building relationships with your teenager and making 
the best of your non-crisis conversations with them

• Skills for tough conversations for handling those 
problems you just can’t ignore

• Real-world tips on managing technology use, and

• Understanding the impacts of social media and video 
games

Suitable for:

Parents of upper primary and junior secondary 
school.

Presented by:

Psychologists Michael Hawton and Jocelyn Brewer 
in collaboration with The King’s School.

Lunch & light refreshments provided.



Monday 12 - Friday 23 September Year 11 Preliminary Course Examinations

Friday 16 September Year 12 2016 Graduation Breakfast/Graduation Practice

Monday 19 September Year 12 2016 Graduation Mass & Prizegiving

Tuesday 20 September Year 12 2016 Graduation Dinner

Friday 23 September Last Day of Term 3

Monday 10 October First Day of Term 4 (Summer Uniform)

Thursday 13 October 2016 HSC Examinations Commence (10.20am)

Wednesday 2 November HSC Information Evening (7.00pm)

Engineering Studies Excursion
Thursday 3 - Friday 4 November Society & Culture overnight excursion

Friday 18 November Geography Excursion

Thursday 24 - Friday 25 November Senior Retreat

Friday 2 December Orientation Day for Year 11, 2017

      

All Saints Parish Pilgrimage to St Mary’s Cathedral

Please consider participating in our Parish Pilgrimage to St Mary’s Cathedral to celebrate the 
Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy on Saturday, 29 October.  

The Cathedral has been booked from 9.45am until 11.30am.  We plan to travel in and back by 
bus.  It will leave the parish grounds around 8.30am and return about 1.00pm.  Lunch will follow 
in the Hall.  Please mark the date in your diaries.  More information will follow in coming weeks.

Adults:  $15.00
Children accompanied by an adult – free

Pensioners $2.50


