
From the Principal
Dear Members of the All Saints Community

RIP Mr Denis Habermann (College Principal: 1999-2005)
Last week the College received the sad news that Mr Denis Habermann had 
passed away. We include a tribute to Denis, a wonderful Catholic leader,  
in this newsletter. Much of this tribute was written by Ms Christina Trimble 
(Secondary Regional Consultant) who was Denis’ Assistant Principal when 
they worked together at all Saints Catholic Senior College.

Gonski Funding
There has been much talk in the media about Catholic school funding and  
Sydney Catholic Schools has developed a link to help staff and students 
learn more. I encourage all parents/carers to take a look: https://sydcatho-
licschools.nsw.edu.au/gonski-2-0-funding-changes/ 
 
Parent Advisory Committee (PAC): Report on Term 1& 2 Meetings
Thank you to parents/carers who were able to attend the two PAC meetings 
held to date. We have discussed many aspects of school life so far, including: 
Changes to processes for students transitioning from Year 10 to Year 11; 
events / items for our 30th Anniversary;  progress on the new College Chapel; 
textbooks and their future; changes to the Pastoral Care program; Literacy 
and Numeracy minimum standards; changes to the HSC commencing in 
2018, and; discussing ways to better inform parents/carers about post-
school pathways. 
 
Staff News
We congratulate Ms Zanella (PDHPE teacher) on the birth of her daughter 
last week. Ms Zanella will be on maternity leave until the end of the year.

Last week was World Support Staff Week which we celebrated with a 
morning tea on Wednesday 14 June. All schools rely heavily on their 
support staff to support teachers and provide services for students and 
parents/carers. The support staff at All Saints Catholic Senior College 
are hard working, dedicated  people  and we greatly appreciate all they 
do for our community. 

Mr David Fetterplace, Principal
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As a leader Denis was strategic and highly organised, with a ‘hands-on style’ that meant that everything from 
policies and procedures, to the College timetable, were influenced by his thorough and detailed approach. 
During his principalship at All Saints the number of subjects offered increased, including vocational courses, 
to ensure that all students’ learning needs were catered for. Processes were developed to guide students 
into courses that best suited their ability.

Denis was focussed on building the community of All 
Saints Senior, recognising that the students only attend the 
College for seven terms. With this in mind the Community 
Building program was developed. It included age appropriate 
pastoral care, study skills, wellbeing and community building 
activities and was central to life at the College.
 
The All Saints community of schools received great support 
from Denis in his leadership of the Senior College. Systems 
were developed to help the exchange of data between the 
secondary schools and a teacher exchange program was 
developed and resourced to enable the junior school teachers 
to gain senior experience and to ensure that senior school 
teachers did not become de-skilled in the teaching of junior 
secondary students.
 
Denis worked very closely with Fr Phil Linder and the other 
priests of the parish to build the community of All Saints. 
During his leadership of the College a process of community 
consultation resulted in Saint Teresa of Calcutta and Blessed 
Archbishop Oscar Romero being chosen as patrons of the 
College.
 
Those who worked closely with him knew that Denis had a great sense of humour and that he loved nothing 
more than to tell a good story at assembly, with props when appropriate. Staff, students and parents would 
remember Denis as a highly compassionate leader whose commitment was to those who had the least.
 
Staff prayed together this week for Mr Habermann and his family and our Thursday morning Community 
Mass was dedicated to his memory.

 

Mr Denis Habermann 
(College Principal, 1999-2005)
 

Sadly, former College Principal Mr Denis Habermann 
passed away last week. 
 

Staff who worked with Denis will remember him as a 
deeply committed, highly intelligent educator who cared 
a great deal for all members of his community. Many of 
the current staff were employed by, or worked for, Mr 
Habermann and his death has deeply saddened all who 
knew him. 



From the Assistant Principal
Paul Dillon Presentation
Both Year 11 and Year 12 engaged with Paul Dillon from Drug and Alcohol Research and Training Australia 
on Friday 9 June. We thank Paul again for sharing his experience and knowledge with our students.

College Play
The 2017 version of the College Play has been taking place this week. We thank all Year 11 and Year 
12 Drama students for their hard work in either performing or working behind the scenes as well as the 
audiences that have attended. We also thank Ms Wilkins and Mr Feggans for the amount of time they 
have devoted to the organisation of this major College event.
 
RYDA 2017
Year 11 students will participate in the RYDA Driver Education program on either Wednesday 2 or Friday 
11 August. The program will take place at the Tennis Centre at Olympic Park, Homebush. Half of  Year 11 
homerooms will attend on Wednesday 2 August (Year 11 St. Aloysius, St. Anthony of Padua, St. Catherine of 
Siena, St. Cecilia, St. Clare, St. Francis of Assisi & St. John Bosco) and the second half will attend on Friday 
11 August (Year 11 St.Joseph, St. Jude, St. Mary, St. Mary of The Cross Mackillop, St. Mary Magdalene, St. 
Therese of Lisieux & St. Thomas Aquinas) . While half of the year group will be at Homebush, the other half 
will remain at school for a day which will focus on health, wellbeing and pastoral activities. Please note that 
both of these days require compulsory attendance at school. A permission letter has been handed out to 
students.
 
Trial HSC Examinations 2017
Year 12 students will sit theTrial HSC examinations from Monday 31 July  to Monday 14 August. The College 
will be running study days in the upcoming holidays which  will require student registration before the end of 
term. Please note that Year 12 will have a study day on Friday 28 July to assist in preparation for these very 
important examinations.
 
Medication Administered At School
Please note the College policy in regards to medication being admistered at school which is included in this 
newsletter.  If your child is required to take prescribed medication at school, please contact Mr Lewis.

Mr Michael Lewis, Assistant Principal

Please note that Year 11 Parent/Teacher Evening will be held on  Tuesday 27 June, from 3.15pm-
8.15pm. (Staff will not be available during the dinner break from 5.15pm-6.00pm) Reports will be 
distributed on the evening. Year 11 parents/carers should have now received a letter explaining 
how to access the parent portal on Sentral so that bookings can be made for this evening. If you do 
not receive this letter or have problems making bookings, please contact the College office.

YEAR 11 PARENT/TEACHER EVENING



From the Religious Education Coordinator
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion

 
Mrs Cabral, together with Year 12 students MyMy Nguyen and Mary 
Clare Perez and Year 11 students Natasha Ferrer and Nikita D’Souza 
attended a training course to become ‘Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion’ on 31May at Bethany College, Hurstville.
 
The course was run by the Liturgy Office and facilitated by Fr Don 
Richardson, the Dean of the Cathedral, who is in charge of the Sydney 
Liturgy Office. The course had theoretical and practical components 
and emphasised the nature of the role as one of service to the Church.
 

Mrs Cabral and the students were commissioned at Thursday’s Community Mass in Week 7 and a special 
blessing was given to them by Fr Tom. They are now able to be of service in their Parish Masses and within 
the school community as Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion. Congratulations to Mrs Cabral, My My, 
Mary Clare, Natasha and Nikita.

Final Call for Australian Catholic Youth Festival Registrations
 

All Saints Catholic Senior College is planning to take a group of 
approximately 60 students to the festival, at heavily subsidised 
prices. 

Registration notes are now due back at the office for students who wish 
to register to attend the Australian Catholic Youth Festival (ACYF) from 
7 - 9 December, 2017. These registrations need to be entered into the 
database before the end of the term, so it is essential that these notes 
are returned by the end of Week 9 (this week) at the latest.
 
Payment for students who have registered for the 3 day festival is due 
by Week 2 of Term 3 - Friday 28 July. Payment for students who have 
registered for the single days is due at the end of August.

Best wishes for the weeks ahead. 
  
Ms Alison Darmody, Religious Education Coordinator

FROM THE CAREERS DESK
Some important information to prepare for Term 3.......the busiest term for Year 12!

1. We are holding our own Career EXPO at the College on September 5 (11.30 am - 1.30 pm) all 
Universities will be present, some Private Colleges, the Defence Force, TAFE and many more 
institutions for ATAR and Non- ATAR students. Parents/carers are most welcome to attend.

2. Cadetships, Scholarships and Early Entry........students should be researching these now!

If you would like to see me regarding a personal pathway for your son or daughter, please do not hesitate 
to contact me via email (robyn.woodford@syd.catholic.edu.au)

I am on leave Week 10 of this term. The best days for appointments are Monday and Friday, between 
7.00 am and 4.00 pm.

Ms Robyn Woodford, Careers Advisor



Refugee Week 2017 – Sunday 18 June to Saturday 24 June
 
The Refugee Council of Australia has chosen “With courage let us all combine” as the theme for Refugee 
Week in Australia for 2015-2017. The theme is taken from the second verse of the national anthem as 
the words incite a sense of collective unity to celebrate the courage of refugees and the people who 
speak against inhumane persecution and injustice. The theme is an appeal for solidarity and positive 
action, encouraging Australians to improve our nation’s welcome for refugees and to recognise the 
wealth of skills and energy refugees bring to their new home. Additional information regarding events in 
your local area and ways your community can be involved can be found here.
 

World Refugee Day, June 20, 
2017

 
The Australian Catholic Bishops’ Social Justice 
Statement for 2015–2016, For those who’ve come 
across the seas: Justice for refugees and asylum 
seekers, challenges Catholics to acknowledge the reality 
of the terror and danger that people face around the 
world and to work to change Australia’s response to 
people seeking asylum.

 
When we Australians support policies of cruelty and 
rejection, we close our ears to Christ’s call and turn 
him away from our doors. We know that we are better 
than this. As Christians, we know that it is within us to 
hear the call of Jesus. As Australians we have shown 
ourselves willing to take the path of generosity and 
leadership. 

 

Joint Statement Regarding 
Asylum Seekers

 
Jesuit Refugee Services Australia, Asylum Seekers Centre, Refugee Advice and Casework Service, 
House of Welcome and St Vincent de Paul Society NSW have issued a joint statement condemning 
the ‘demonisation and targeting of people seeking asylum by Minister Dutton’. The focus on the joint 
statement was the tightening of the deadline for those seeking temporary protection visas and the pressure 
placed on refugee support agencies to assist those seeking asylum to navigate the application
process. 
 
The statement highlighted that “the application is a complex 60 page form that is only available in 
English and must be completed in English. It is 40 pages just for a baby. For many people this will 
be impossible to achieve. Access to legal assistance is essential, but even with an interpreter and a 
lawyer it can take up to 14 hours to complete”. ABC News reported that refugee lawyer David Manne 
warned that he was prepared to challenge the policy saying & quote; ”Any move by the Government 
to deprive them (Asylum seekers) of a fair hearing and to not allow them to apply can expect to see 
a legal challenge in the courts”.
 



GUIDING PRINCIPLES

• It is compulsory that the College be notified if a student requires prescribed 
medication at school.

• Parents/ carers should avoid providing students with medication at school, unless 
on  doctor’s advice.

• No medication should be brought to school without the Office being informed and 
without written permission from a parent/carer.

• All medication should be kept in a central location (unless permission has been 
given by the Principal).

• Medication must be supplied by parent/carer in the original container, clearly 
marked with the student’s name, the name of the drug, dosage, frequency of 
administration, prescribing doctor’s name and expiry date.

• It is the responsibility of the Principal to ensure that each time medication is 
administered a record of: date, time, name of student, type of medication, dosage 
and the name of the person administering the medication is recorded in the student’s 
records on Sentral.

• The Principal will nominate at least two members of staff who generally will be 
responsible for the administration of medication in the school.

• Staff organising off-site school events (e.g. excursions, retreats or sport) must 
check if medication is required for any student attending.

• Students found to have medication with them at school that has not been approved 
via the processes outlined in this policy may face disciplinary action. 

• Parents/carers should be regularly informed of the school’s policy in regard to the 
administration of medication. 

 
 

 
 
 

Administration of Prescribed Medication 
at School



MAKING THE MOST OF

Throughout the year you will have been receiving feedback from your teachers about your assessments. But are 
you making the most of this feedback? Many students are too focused on what mark they received and neglect to 
make the most of the feedback they are given.
 
It’s not just about what you did wrong either! The feedback is a chance to celebrate what you did right, what 
you understood and the skills and learning you demonstrated.
 
However it is also a chance to address areas you found difficult or did not perform as well in.
 
Below are some questions you can ask yourself when an assessment is returned to make the most of the 
feedback you are given.
 
When a test or exam is returned:
 
• What specific feedback did your teacher give you and how should you use that feedback?
• Will you be tested on these topics again or are they important for overall understanding in this subject?
• Which areas do you need to ask for help on as you still don’t understand?
• Which questions from your test paper should you re-do? Re-do them!
• Should you re-write any questions or essays and re-submit?
• Was there any revision work you did not complete before the test?
• What topic areas do you need to review and revise, what should you do to address these?
• Are there topics you still need to finalise study notes on?
• Are there sections of your study notes that you need to re-do?
• Did you plan ahead to give yourself enough time to revise?
• What changes do you need to make in the way you study for that subject next time?
• Are there students who did really well that you can talk with to find what they did differently?
 
 
For other types of assessments:

• What parts of the assessment did you do really well?
• What did you enjoy about the assessment?
• What can you learn from the feedback you were given?
• Is there any part of the feedback you don’t understand that you need to discuss with your teacher?
• Can you ask a student who did really well if you can look at their assessment so you can see what is 

needed to get top marks?
• What could you have done differently?
• Do you understand what you need to do to improve or do you need to ask your teacher for more guidance?
 
You can learn more about how to make the most of feedback at www.studyskillshandbook.com.au 
by logging in with the details below and working through some of the units, particularly the units on 
ASSIGNMENT SKILLS and AFTER TESTS AND EXAMS.
 
Username: ascsc
Password: 60success



YOU’RE INVITED
TO

community day 2017

When is Community Day?
Tuesday 15 August 2017

What is Community Day?
An annual celebration of who we are as a community.

What is the 2017 theme?
Celebrating cultural diversity at our College, in the Liverpool area and in Australia in general.  We also 
acknowledge and reflect on the rights of Indigenous Australians in our community.

What is Happening on the day?
lots!
• Students proudly displaying cultural dress

• Gathering in the hall at 9.00am for a Mass to celebrate the Feast of the Assumption

• Special guest speaker:  Jamal Idris, an NRL Indigenous player

• Lots of food supplied by volunteer parents and students (see below).  Also gelato, a cafe and a 
barbeque

• Multicultural and other talented performers in the hall after 11.30am

how can i be part of the day?
All parents/carers and family members are invited to visit the College for all, or part of the day 
and take part in the celebrations and activities.  Why not wear cultural dress???

Any parent who would be keen to either provide food for the day or even do some 
cooking at the College on the day are asked to contact Mr Lewis either by phone 
(9821 1822) or email (michael.lewis@syd.catholic.edu.au)







Thursday 22 June College Play (7.00pm)
Friday 23 June Year 12 Modern History Excursion
Tuesday 27 June Year 11 Parent/Teacher Meetings
Friday 30 June Last day of Term 
Monday 17 July Term 3 commences
Wednesday 19 July Year 11 2018 Non University Pathway Evening

Year 11 Businesss Studies Excursion
Wednesday 26 July Year 11 2018 University Pathway/Course Market Evening
Friday 28 July Year 12 Study Day
Monday 31 July Trial HSC Examinations commence
Wednesday 2 August Year 11 RYDA Day 1
Friday 11 August Year 11 RYDA Day 2
Monday 14 August Last day of Trial HSC Examination
Tuesday 15 August Year 12 return/College Community Day
Wednesday 16 August Year 12 - Shine
Wednesday 23 August Year 12 - Shima

At All Saints Catholic Senior College, Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) meetings are usually 
held once a term. Our PAC operates as a consultative committee in that ideas are put to the 
parents who attend (by the Principal and/or Executive members) for comment and input. We 
then use that input to guide or shape our decisions.

Dates for the 2017 PAC Meetings:       Term 3:     Wednesday 30 August
   Term 4:     Wednesday 6 November

All meetings commence at 7.00pm and all parents are welcome to attend. Tea, coffee and a light 
supper will be provided. Please contact Mrs Karen Gatt (Business Manager/PA to the Principal) 
if you are attending. Email: karen.gatt@syd.catholic.edu.au  Ph: 9821 1822.

PARENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE (PAC)


