
From the Principal
Dear Members of the All Saints Community

Christmas Message
I recently watched a YouTube clip on Advent featuring a Fr Mike Schmitz. He 
emphasises that Advent, the period before Christmas,  is actually not a time, like 
Easter, for penance but a season of devout, wholehearted, joyful preparation for 
the coming of Jesus Christ. He defines ‘joy’ as a deeper kind of happiness that 
we have independent of our circumstances. For a Catholic, this joy is born out of 
knowing that we are loved unconditionally by God, and choosing to believe this. 
He goes on to say that we are preparing not just for Christmas, but for the fact 
that we know Jesus will come again, sometime in the future.
Thank you for joining us in our 30th Anniversary celebrations this year. It was 
a time to reflect on the people and events, that have made our College the 
wonderful and successful place it is today. Anniversary Year Books have been 
distributed to Year 11 families and staff. Year 12 students will be able to pick 
their’s up at the morning tea on 15 December or they will be mailed.
On behalf of staff, I thank families for their continued support of the College and 
for having faith in us to provide a quality education to your sons and daughters in 
a strong Catholic tradition. I wish every family a safe, happy and holy Christmas 
and I look forward to the New Year.

Australian Catholic Youth Festival (ACYF)
Over 50 students attended the ACYF on 7-9 December. It was a wonderful 
event and I would especially like to thank Ms Alison Darmody for her tireless 
and thorough preparation for the event. Thank you to all staff and students who 
attended and represented the College.

College Captains and Vice Captains Announced
Congratulations to Nikita D’Souza and  Justin Michael (2018 College Captains) 
and also to Simranjeet Kaur and Koe Evangelista  (2018 College Vice Captains) 
for their selection in these important leadership positions. They, along with the 
other SRC members, were  officially inducted into their roles at the Year 11 Final 
Mass and Awards Ceremony on Wednesday 6 December.

Mr David Fetterplace, Principal
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From the Assistant Principal
End Of Year
The last day of school for students will be Monday 11 December when the students will celebrate the traditional 
Christmas Day. The day will conclude at 12 noon for all students unless otherwise notified.

Year 12 students return to school in the new year on Wednesday 31 January. Please note that students are 
to return in their College Summer Uniform.

Opal Card Travel
As the College prepares for the 2018 academic year, it is expected that all students will have their own 
personal Opal card. When a College excursion leaves from Liverpool Station, students will need their own 
cards for travel. Opal cards are required to have credit available for use on the day of the excursion.

HSC Results
We wish the 2017 HSC cohort all the very best as the all important HSC results are released on Thursday 14 
December. ATAR results are released on Friday 15 December.  We would appreciate it if as many students 
as possible contact the College to inform us of their results. A morning tea will take place on 15 December 
and all students are most welcome to attend.

Mr Michael Lewis, Assistant Principal

From the Religious Education Coordinator
Year 11 Retreat
Although a few weeks have past since the Year 11 Retreat, it is worthwhile congratulating the students and 
staff on the manner in which they engaged and participated in the retreat. Thanks to Mrs Wilkins and Mrs Deli, 
as well as Mrs Stephenson, for their assistance in overseeing some of the administration of coordinating 240 
students across four venues - which is no easy feat. 

The retreat program was a new one, and reflected upon the theme ‘Anchored in 
Hope’, which is sourced from Paul’s Letter to the Hebrews 6:19. Students engaged 
in a number of activities that enabled to reflect on themselves, consider the 
key influences in their lives to date, and to look forward to the future with hope, 
drawing upon those key influences, people and experiences, which have been 
their ‘anchors’ to date in their lives.

The student and staff evaluations were very positive of the new program, which 
supported the purpose of the change in program to be one that was more engaging 
and relevant to students’ life and faith experiences.

The retreat culminated in the option for students to access the sacrament of Reconciliation with Frs Lewi, 
Paul and Tom, and finished with the celebration of the Eucharist celebrated by Fr Lewi at Kiah Ridge, and Fr 
Tom at Stanwell Tops. We are appreciative and grateful for the ongoing support of the three priests of the All 
Saints parish, who regularly and generously serve our community.

Parish Carols - Christmas Under the Stars

Last Saturday 2 December, a small group of students from the College choir and SRC, 
led by Ms Penfold, participated in and performed at the All Saints Parish Church for 
their annual carols event. The rain couldn’t even dampen festive spirits and the choir 
did a great job in engaging the audience. Congratulations to Ms Penfold for the 
wonderful work she has put into the College choir this year. Thanks also to Mrs 
Cabral and Mr Fetterplace for their support by attending the evening.

End of Year Mass, SRC Induction
Last Wednesday 6 December, it was fitting that the College community came together officially for the last 
time to celebrate the End of Year Advent Mass, where the College leaders were inducted into their roles.  
The Year 11 Awards followed the Mass where a number of students were celebrated and acclaimed for the 
wonderful efforts that they had put into the academic year. 



The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney proudly presents 
A Christmas Celebration 2017, Friday 15 December 
2017 - 11.00am & 7.00pm.

Join the celebration of the beauty and wonder of 
Christmas, with the St Mary’s Cathedral Choir and 
the Orchestra of the Antipodes. The event will include 
carols and music that will lift your spirits in the joy of 
Christmas.

The Choir of St Mary’s Cathedral is known as one 
of Australia’s great choirs and is Australia’s oldest 
permanent musical organisation. Its history dates 
from 1818, when a choir was formed to sing at 
masses celebrated for Catholic convicts. After the 
foundation of St Mary’s Cathedral in 1833, this 
choir became a regular part of Cathedral worship.

For more information and tickets, please visit https://
cathedralchoir.sydney/achristmascelebration/

ADVENT CALENDAR - APP FOR SMARTPHONES
www.Xt3.com is a youth ministry website of the Archdiocese of 
Sydney. 

To prepare for Advent, xt3 have put out an Advent Calendar App. It 
provides daily reflections, Scripture readings, videos and hymns to 
prayerfully reflect on the coming of Jesus at Christmas.  It is a brief 
and worthwhile way to prayerfully reflect upon and anticipate the 
hope and joy of the Christmas season.

To download, search “xt3 Advent Calendar” on your smartphone’s 
app store or equivalent. 

Wishing all our students and families a very happy, holy and peace filled Christmas, and a New Year filled 
with God’s blessing.

Ms Alison Darmody, Religious Education Coordinator

The Lights of Christmas: St Mary’s Cathedral
PAYCE continues to present the Lights of Christmas 
at St Mary’s Cathedral from December 6 to December 
25. Choirs will play from 7:30pm and the lights will 
be turned on from 8:30pm. All are welcome to 
attend - a lovely tradition to participate in, during the 
lead up to Christmas.

More details can be found at http://lightsofchrist-
mas.com.au/ 



Liverpool Parish - CHRISTMAS UNDER THE STARTS 2017

As has become a tradition at All Saints, members of our College Choir and SRC, sang at the recent 
Liverpool Parish Christmas Carol Evening. 

The students sang beautifully and led the community in song – raising the spirits of all those around 
them. A wonderful evening, thank you to all students involved, and also thank you to parents and carers 
for your support of the event.

Ms Kate Penfold, Music Teacher

 

 

 

RIP  
Daniella Angelique Siciliano Carbone 

 
The College was informed of the very sad news that Daniella (HSC            
Class of 2009), has sadly passed away after battling a long illness.            
Daniella had kept an association with the College by working as a            
HSC Exam Supervisor with her mother over recent years. 
 
Daniella’s brother, Michael, is currently in Year 11. Her sisters          
Rose graduated in 2013, and oldest sibling, Antonina, graduated in          
2006. Please keep Michael, Rose, Antonina and their parents,         
Marianna and Michael snr, in your thoughts and prayers.  

Eternal rest grant unto Daniella O Lord.  
And let perpetual light shine upon her.  

May she rest in peace. Amen. 

 



                                                                                                 
   Australian Catholic Youth Festival 7-9 December 2017



On 9 and 10 November, Mr Breen, Mrs Ong and our 
Society and Culture class immersed ourselves in 
practising Buddhism at Nan Tien Temple. 

Once we arrived, we explored the temple, amazed 
at the Chinese-style architecture; the large statues, 
elaborate paintings, beautiful landscape - all of these 
factors contributed to the peaceful atmosphere of the 
temple. 

During our stay, the temple planned out numerous 
meditation activities, introducing us to different types 
of meditation that could be integrated in our daily 
lives. This included walking meditation, calligraphy 
meditation and tai chi with a nun guiding us. These 
forms of meditation allowed us to increase our mind-
fulness as the nuns taught us to slow down and align 
our body and mind. These meditation exercises also 
helped lower our stress levels as they guided us 
through breathing techniques in meditation, providing 
us a way to become more enlightened despite our 
busy schedule.

Apart from the meditation activities, we were often 
given the opportunity to explore the temple due to 
its vast landscape. Most of us split up into small 
groups to look at other smaller shrines, souvenir 
shop and the pagoda.  The pagoda was the most 
popular choice since everyone wanted to try 
Chinese calligraphy. We also participated in the 
morning prayer. Most of us begrudgingly woke up 
at 5.00am to make sure we were ready for prayer 
at 6.00am. Despite our tired and grumpy morning 
mood, we participated in their morning ritual, listening 
to their chants (spoken in Mandarin) and received 
blessings, they even prepared a HSC prayer for us! 

By the end of the excursion, we were all exhausted but 
managed to take something from these exercises. 
We all felt more content and enlightened from 
our experiences, ready to apply these Buddhist 
teachings in our daily life. One of these teachings 
we took home was, just like Venerable Hsing Yun 
said: 

Say good words. Do good deeds. 
Think good thoughts.

Olivia W, Year 11

Society & Culture - Nan Tien Temple Excursion



Monday 11 December 2017 Last day for students
Monday 18 December 2017 College closes for 2017
Tuesday 23 January 2018 College office re-opens for 2018
Tuesday 30 January 2018 2018 Year 11 cohort commences
Wednesday 31 January 2018 2018 Year 12 cohort commences


