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From the Principal
Dear Members of the All Saints Community

Welcome 
Welcome back to the new year and a special welcome to the new families in our All Saints Catholic Senior 
College community. I am very pleased to say that the students have settled into their Senior studies in the 
first two weeks with the mature and responsible manner we expect. They have presented themselves 
according to our high standards and expectations and I thank parents for their support in assisting with 
this positive start.

I would like to make a special welcome to our new staff and introduce them to our College community. Each 
staff member was welcomed and provided with a special blessing at the Opening Mass last Thursday.

Mr Andrew Laming:   Curriculum Coordinator and member of the Leadership Team
Ms Jessica Votano:  HSIE Department
Mr Ben Wilding:  PDHPE Department
Mr Dean Petrucco  Mathematics Department
Ms Martina Trgovcic  English Department

The following staff will assume the following positions of responsibility for 2019:

Internal and Representative Sport Coordinator Ms Lauren Scully     
Acting Assistant Year 11 Coordinator   Mr Shaun Farlow
Acting HSIE Coordinator    Ms Carol Mattar 
Acting Assistant HSIE Coordinator   Ms Erin Barton

Assembly and Opening Mass
In our first two weeks I had the opportunity to address the students on two occasions, at our first assembly 
and the Opening Mass. At these times I discussed the following matters:

Be “Ready to go” from Day 1 and be prepared to “Give it a go”. I explained that if you were to truly embrace the 
beauty and culture of our College, then you must look to embrace the opportunities that exist at the College. 
It will mean that you will be able look back on your time at the College with fondness and build new skills, 
make new friends and have treasured memories. Therefore, try to be involved in our prayer life, debating, 
public speaking, music, sport, chess, mock trial and many more activities and events.

The importance of reading. Before the break, Year 12 were set the challenge of reading at least one book. 
Staff were also a part of this challenge. The winner of the challenge was Mr Thompson who read an amazing 
seventeen books and provided two of his favourite reads in Tom Clancy’s Threat Vector and The Tsunami 
Countdown by Boyd Morrison. Reading has been identified by our staff as an area of need for student 
learning growth, through the analysis of student data. I explained to all students that by becoming better 
readers they will expand their vocabulary, improve writing skills, develop analytical thinking and boost 
creativity, which is important in every subject. I used the footnote of one of my favourite authors David 
Baldacci, to highlight the beauty of reading:

“It use to be that if someone told me that they did not read, I would say well everyone is busy these 
days. Now I say I feel sorry for you because you have no idea what you are missing. You really 
need to get books into your life. They make it a lot richer on many levels”



Showing and developing courage in faith. I discussed that when looking for examples of courage in faith, 
we need look no further than the incredible life of St Josephine Bakhita whose feast day was on 8 February. 
St Bakhita is the Patron Saint of victims of modern slavery and human trafficking and also Patron Saint of 
Sudan. It is believed that modern slavery affects every country in the world and here in Australia there are an 
estimated 15,000 victims in farms, restaurants, construction sites, factories, beauty salons, hand car washes 
and many seemingly ordinary places. The eradication of modern slavery and the pastoral care of victims is 
a priority for the Catholic Church. Pope Francis firmly believes that this battle will be won and slavery will be 
eradicated in this generation. The Holy Father continually draws the attention of the Church and the wider 
world to the moral and human crisis evident in this terrible and pervasive exploitation. Our SRC are passionate 
about this cause and are also wonderful advocates for being courageous in their faith. 

The College theme, “Open Hearts, Open Minds” was presented by our SRC. This theme expresses the need 
for the acceptance of individuality and diversity in our community and is an open invitation to all to share their 
gifts and talents for the betterment of each other and the community.  A deeper explanation of the theme will 
be expressed by the SRC in a following newsletter.

Philippians 4:7 
The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

WYD Panama
Four of our current Year 11 and 12 students (Joseph Alqas 
Ishak, Emily D’Silva, Joseph Kimindiri and Kasey Warren) 
had the wonderful opportunity of being pilgrims at WYD 
in Panama just last month. They have returned enlightened 
by the experience and have many wonderful experiences 
to share with our community. They most kindly and 
generously bought the school a gift. They presented the 
that gift to Ms Darmody, Ms Ribeiro and myself last week.  
It is a beautiful image of Our Lady of Guadalupe. It will be 
proudly placed in the College chapel and the students will 
officially  present  the gift to the College at an assembly 
later in the term.

Dr Wayne Warburton
The College will host Dr Wayne Warburton on 
Thursday 7 March 2019 at 6.00pm.  Dr Warburton is 
a psychologist and senior lecturer in Development 
Psychology at Macquarie University. His focus will 
be screen overuse and addiction in children and 
teens, an issue that many families and parents are 
challenged by. I strongly urge all parents to make 
themselves available to hear from an engaging 
speaker, who will provide advice and strategies. 
This event has been made open to all Sydney 
Catholic School parents in the area, so please 
ensure that you complete the Google survey or 
contact the College to inform us of your intention to 
attend. The flyer advertising this event is at the back 
of this newsletter.

HSC Results
Included in this newsletter are the highlights of our HSC results for the Class of 2018.  Once again we 
congratulate them.  We look forward to them being an inspiration to our current students at the High 
Achievers Assembly later in the term.

Upcoming Election
At the back of this newsletter are two letters from Sydney Catholic Schools in relation to the key issues that 
impact upon Sydney Catholic Schools from a State Government perspective.



Wishing you well in 2019 and I am looking forward to working in partnership with all in our community for an 
exciting year of learning inspired by Jesus Christ.

Mr David Forrester, Principal

From the Assistant Principal
Uniforms - Why is a school uniform important?
Reputation
The school uniform is a perfect way for a school to uphold its reputation. In fact, you could almost think of 
each student as a walking advertisement for the College. The general public will instantly be able to recognise 
what school a child is from just by looking at their clothing. Therefore, each one of our students is a reflection 
on the College. This will send a positive message to the public when they are well presented.

Life Skills
One of our jobs as a school is to prepare students for life after school. This is why we should try to recognise 
the rules around uniform as an important life lesson. There aren’t many jobs where people won’t have to 
abide by some sort of dress code. Office workers usually dress in business attire and some occupations are 
instantly recognisable by their uniform, for example, police, fire brigade and the armed forces. 

Routine
Lastly, uniform helps establish routine. When students wear the uniform well, they know it’s time to focus 
and do school work.

Broose Moose Day 2019 
On Friday 22 February the entire College will be involved in Broose Moose Day. It will be a day to build 
College spirit and relationships between Year 11 and 12 students and staff. 

The day revolves around many fun sporting and non-sporting activities that the entire College are encouraged 
to get involved in.  

A reminder that students are to bring their own food and water for the day as there will be no canteen facilities. 
Hats and sunscreen are to be worn, as well as closed in sneakers.  Open shoes are not permitted.  Students 
are to please wear t-shirts, no tank tops/singlets.  

We are looking forward to coming together as a College community for this fun-filled day.  
 
Resilience by ReachOut.com
Everyone faces tough times, and life isn’t always smooth sailing. But it’s how we cope with tough times that 
shows us how resilient and mentally fit we are. During the beginning of a school term it is normal for students 
to feel slightly unsettled in friendship groups, classes, timetables and the transition from holiday to school 
mode. It is important that students have coping strategies to deal with change and tough situations. If a 
student is facing a troubling situation it is important they have support in the form of contact with a teacher, 
parent or counsellor but it is equally important that we teach our students everyday coping strategies to 
enhance wellbeing and resilience. Click on the ReachOut.com links below for fact sheets.

BUILDING BETTER COPING SKILLS  https://au.reachout.com/articles/9-tips-for-coping-with-the-hard-stuff

WHAT IS COPING?  https://au.reachout.com/tough-times

9 TIPS TO IMPROVE YOUR WELLBEING  https://au.reachout.com/articles/10-tips-for-improving-your-self-esteem

HOW TO BUILD SELF-CONFIDENCE https://au.reachout.com/articles/how-to-build-self-confidence

ASCSC Attendance - Aiming for 100%

Week 1 Week 2
Year 11 94.88 95.37
Year 12 95.87 93.68



Students who attend school well ...
1. Are more likely to pursue higher education.
2. Become employed for longer periods of time.
3. Are more likely to complete class projects / homework.
4. Become more financially independent and less likely to require government assistance when older.
5. Are more likely to avoid being involved in the justice system.
6. Have more friends and avoid being socially isolated.
7. Learn how to be good citizens because school’s reflect many of the laws of society.
8. Are safer and feel more secure at school.
9. Less likely to be involved in illegal activity.
10. Less likely to have gaps in learning created by absence.
11. Are able to read and write properly.
12. Are more likely to be successful and have high self esteem.
13. Develop an ‘on the job’ work ethic that will be valued by employers later in life.
14. Are more likely to develop resilience and are able to ‘stick at things’ when difficulties occur.
 

Ms Michelle RIbeiro, Assistant Principal

From the Religious Education Coordinator
Religious and Faith Life of the College
I extend a very warm welcome to our new students and their families, as they join the Catholic community 
of All Saints Catholic Senior College, Casula. Our College draws on the rich heritage of the Catholic faith, 
and takes its inspiration through the lives and example of our patrons, Saint Teresa of Calcutta and Blessed 
Archbishop Oscar Romero.

Faith Life Opportunities
There are a number of optional faith opportunities which staff and students are able to participate in on a 
weekly basis. These include:
• Community Prayer which is held on Tuesday mornings at 8:20am. Each homeroom class leads these 

prayers on a rotational roster.  All staff and students are very welcome to attend this optional prayer service.

• The celebration of Community Mass which is held on Thursday mornings at 8:20am, celebrated by Fr 
Tom Stevens, our College Chaplain.

Attendance at Community Prayer and Mass each week is strong and we encourage Year 11 to join us in the 
beautiful prayerful space of the College Chapel to pray, reflect and dwell in the presence of our God. It is also 
a great way of centering and focusing our minds and hearts on our God as we begin the day.

Student Commencement Mass
Last Thursday, our community gathered for the Commencement Mass in the College hall.  Fr Tom Stevens, 
our chaplain, was the principal celebrant and Fr Paul Monkerud, concelebrated the liturgy with him. The SRC 
ably led the College in the various parts of the Mass, and the College choir were ably led by Ms Kate Penfold. 
Thanks to all involved in making our Mass special to commence the start of this year.

Feast of St Josephine Bakhita
Last Friday 8 February, was the feast day of St Josephine Bakhita, the Patroness of 
Southern Sudan. It acknowledges the international Catholic day for victims of modern 
slavery and human trafficking, as St Bakhita herself, was sold into slavery as a child.

Pope Francis, Archbishop Fisher and other Church leaders have commemorated St 
Bakhita’s Day, the Patron Saint for victims of slavery and ask us to take heed of their 
advice in ensuring that products we purchase are not tainted by modern slavery, including 
forced labour and human trafficking. To read more on St Josephine Bakita’s story, click 
here. https://www.sydneycatholic.org/solidarity-and-justice/anti-slavery/patron-saint-st-jo-
sephine-bakhita/

The following websites list ethical brands from chocolate to clothing, which have 
employed ethical manufacturing and avoided modern slavery.
http://fairtrade.com.au/Fairtrade-Products/Chocolate-cocoa
http://ethicalclothingaustralia.org.au/brands/ 



Plenary Council 2020 - Listening Forum
The Australian Catholic Bishops have called a “Plenary Council” of the 
Australian Catholic Church, entitled: “What do you think God is asking 
of the Australian Catholic?” The last such Council was held in 1937. 
The first stage of the council is an opportunity for every Catholic in the 
country to make suggestions about the direction that we, as a local 
Church, should take in the immediate future. 

All Saints Parish is inviting everyone to respond by putting forward some ideas or proposals at a Parish 
meeting, to be held at 3.00pm on Saturday 16 February in the Parish hall, or via the special website:
www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au

In addition, Fr Tom will join students next Thursday 21 February and assist the SRC to facilitate a lunchtime 
forum to seek the input of our students on this matter.  Matters worth consideration may include areas such 
as the engagement of youth and young adults, the priest shortage, decline in vocations, the leadership and 
role of women in the Church, leadership, Parish development, child protection. Students are encouraged to 
get involved and take heed of the opportunity to offer their voice to the future of the Catholic Church in 
Australia.

Save the Date - All Saints Youth Ministry Social Night 
The first Youth Ministry Social event for 2019 will be held on Friday 1 March (Term 1, Week 
5)  and will join forces with Year 10 and Antioch from the All Saints Parish for the bi-annual 
All Saints Colleges and Antioch Youth Ministry Social & Trivia Evening. 

It is a wonderful opportunity for young people to gather at the Senior College, to share fellowship, food 
and fun.  

A FREE Italian dinner will be provided again and it will be an opportunity to 
relax and socialise with your friends, play some trivia/variety based games, 
strengthen connections between the Colleges and the Parish and engage 
in some opportunities for prayer. Permission notes will be available at the 
office. Please lock in the date in your calendars. We’d love to see as many 
people as possible. 

Please note in your diaries too, that there will be a second Youth Ministry Night on Friday 28 March, where 
Youth Mission Team will run a reflection/retreat twilight evening. More details to follow closer to the time.

Best wishes for the weeks ahead.

Ms Alison Darmody, Religious Education Coordinator

Planning and Organisation
One of the biggest stumbling blocks for our students and something that plays a role in the success of every 
student is ORGANISATION.

All of our students have a number of pressures on their time and we need to teach them the skills to organise and 
manage the time they have available to use it effectively and get things done. One of the key aspects to becoming 
more organised is for them to implement PLANNING into their routine. This means that they need to spend some 
time each day
• recording what needs to be done
• planning how long each task will take
• planning when that task will be done
It could be as simple as having a small whiteboard above the desk and writing down each afternoon what needs 
to be achieved and then following a study timetable each afternoon to get things done.

Each Year 11 student received a ‘Study Pack’ in their first few days and included is a blank study timetable. It would 
be a great idea to sit down with your child and help them to plan their afternoon so that they are getting enough study 
done (they should be aiming for 2 hours in Year 11 and 3 hours in Year 12) but also to fit in things that provide a 
good balance, like casual work, sport and socialising. Planning is also a great skill for life. Help is available in our 
learning centre to make or revise a study timetable.

ACTION TO TAKE - Spend some time with your son or daughter talking about how they are managing their time 
and helping them to set up a study timetable.

Mrs Heather Jesuadian, Leader of Teaching and Learning



Username: ASCSC   Password:  60success





Monday 18 February Year 12 Music Encore Concert Excursion

Photo catch up day
Friday 22 February Broose Moose Day for all staff and students
Wednesday 27 February HSC 2018 High Achievers Assembly
Friday 1 March Western Sydney University Conference - Year 

12 Fast Forward students

Year 12 Industrial Technology and Design and 
Technology Excursion 

Monday 4 - Friday 8 March Catholic Schools Week
      










