
Catholic Senior College
‘Striving for Excellence’

All Saints 

Issue 12, 2019 Week 9, Term 4

Address: Leacocks Lane Casula NSW 2170                                          Email: info@allsaintscasula.catholic.edu.au 
Ph: 9821 1822   Fax: 9601 2748                                                     Website: www.allsaintscasula.catholic.edu.au

From the Principal
Dear Members of the All Saints Community

End of an Era
Last week the College came together for our Advent Mass and Awards Ceremony. It was a joyous occasion 
as we gave thanks for the relationships and bonds that have been formed, for the successes we have 
embraced, the perseverance shown when we faced struggles and for a sense of hope in moving forward, 
most appropriately as we begin this season of Advent. However, most significantly the approximately three 
hundred people in the hall had the responsibility of giving praise and recognition to those staff, students, and 
parents who have been instrumental in the establishment and growth of All Saints Senior College. Our short 
ceremony at the end of Mass to officially close the Senior College was a small symbolic gesture of this 
responsibility and a prayer of thanks to those who have gone before us and allowed us to prosper from the 
fruits of their passion and dedication in developing the All Saints Catholic Senior Community.

We reflected on some of the early photographic evidence 
as the starting point of the Senior College and marveled at 
what has become of All Saints Catholic Senior College in 
just thirty-two years. Thirty-two years is not a long time in the 
history of a school and when reflecting on these photos, in 
relationship to what we are surrounded by now, it is nothing 
short of amazing. 

In the formation of All Saints Catholic Senior College there is a key lesson 
for us all in how we are at times, called to action. Probably the most 
notable of sayings of Saint Mary Mackillop, is never see a need without 
doing something about it. I shared this with our community because it 
was this attitude or thought that brought life to the Senior College. The 
story of the foundations of the Senior College began in 1984 where a 
group of parents expressed concern about the future of their children’s 
schooling beyond Patrician Brothers and St Mary Girls schools, Liverpool 
in Year 10. They formed an action group to raise the priority of Liverpool’s 
needs and the process of building a Senior College.

Many have flourished because of the energy, the commitment and belief these 
parents had in fostering an education at the Senior College. We certainly owe 
them a great debt. From their vision, my calculations would be that since 1988 
when one hundred and eighty students first began at the Senior College, this 
has grown to more than six thousand students who have been educated here 
at the College. I am the seventh Principal of the Senior College, a proud 
Principal, who along with hundreds of teachers, have served this community 
in growing the faith and learning needs of many young adults. These statistics 
stand as a testament to those who saw a need and responded.

With the establishment of the newly formed K-12 College for 2020, I have 
seen the time, the vision and energy required to build a new community. The 
start of the All Saints journey for the pioneers of this Senior College Community 
is something that has not been lost on me. 



Thus, the message from our story is to see what difference we can make in our community, our College. As 
Mary Mackillop encouraged us; if we see a need, don’t sit still, become a person of action and work towards 
developing a solution to the problem. 

Which brings me to our next journey or adventure, becoming a K-12 College in 2020. A friend gave me a 
book this week, a book of prophetic and thought provoking sayings from a valued author, Simon Sinek. I fell 
upon this saying and image that I believe is apt for where we are placed and where we may journey in 2020.

“A vision is like a dream - it will disappear unless we do something with it. Do something big or 
do something small. But stop wondering and go on an adventure”

The K-12 College is something new, something fresh, it is the responsibility of our first seniors to be like those 
passionate pioneers of the Senior College that establishes a vibrant spirit, an appreciation of working hard, 
forming deeper relationships with those from the Liverpool Campus and develop new traditions that can be 
embraced and lived as a tradition for years to come. In 2020, big or small, I challenge our senior students to 
do something for yourself and your school.

College Retreat
I really love the retreat experience and believe in its importance for our young adults. Students were 
outstanding in the manner in which they behaved and engaged in the retreat. I truly believe that its impact is 
going to be seen and felt as they journey with us over the next year. I am confident that they can draw upon 
the messages received, like their life puzzle, the power of forgiveness and the need for affirmation over the 
next year in all our workings with them.

Many thanks to Ms Darmody for her dedication, skill and attention to detail to ensure we have such a positive 
experience. Thank you to Mr McFarlane, Ms Cabral and Mr Young for taking that risk in being the facilitators 
at one of the sites. Finally, thanks to all staff for their support and commitment over the two days. It is not lost 
on me the sacrifices they make to provide this opportunity and on behalf of the students my appreciation and 
gratitude goes out to you. 

Orientation Day
In Week 7 our prospective students for Year 11 were present on campus for their Orientation Day. They 
appeared to be a very positive group who showed their independence and were excited about making the 
transition. Special thanks to Ms Riberio for the coordination of the day and to Mr Breen, Ms Marcellienus, and 
Pastoral teachers for their patience and support in working with the students on the day.

MISA Sports
Congratulations to our Senior boys who have been crowned the 2019 MISA North Zone Champions. I take 
this opportunity to thank all coaches, Ms Scully and Mr Badolato for their expertise and skills in providing 
student support for our sporting program. 

Staff Farewell
I would like to recognise and thank the following staff who will be leaving us at the end of the year.

Ms Jessica Votano
Ms Votano has been with us this year and has had a number of different teaching roles 
throughout the year. We appreciate her flexibility and understanding. Ms Votano has a 
passion for Modern History, we thank her for her dedication and professionalism throughout the 
year and wish her well in her next adventure at Mount St Joseph’s, Milperra. 

Ms Heather Jesuadian
Ms Jesuadian has been at the College for a period of eight years. She began in a job share 
role but such were her skills in teaching and learning she moved into the significant 
role in leading teaching and learning here at the Senior College. We have observed 
Ms Jesuadian’s passion and dedication in assisting students with the development of their 
learning outcomes and she has been instrumental in the support of staff. We wish her well as 
she embarks on her next learning journey at St Patrick’s College, Sutherland.



Mr Peter Hickman
Mr Hickman has been at the College for eleven years and has been an outstanding Science 
educator and has come to the decision to retire at the end of this year. Mr Hickman has 
proven to be passionate and caring teacher who is proud of the achievements of all his 
students. He thinks outside the square and has challenged all students to reach their 
potential. I personally have enjoyed our small chats about his newly found teaching strategy, 
thus modelling the importance of being a lifelong learner. The College Rosemary Memorial 
Garden was started with rosemary from Mr Hickman’s own garden and so we will think him as 
the garden grows.  We wish Mr Hickman well as he moves into the next phase in his life. 

Kira Rosch: Australia Day Award
It is with great pleasure that I can inform our community that Kira Rosch (Yr 12, 2019) will 
receive an Australia Day Award from Liverpool City Council in recognition of her work in 
the Liverpool community, specifically raising awareness of youth mental health. Kira has 
served her school community, her Parish and wider community with enthusiasm. She is an 
authentic model of servant leadership and a worthy recipient of such an honour. Kira will 
be presented the award by the Mayor at a special Australia Day Civic Function at Casula 
Powerhouse Arts Centre. We congratulate her on this outstanding achievement.

The Beginning of the 2020 School Year
• All staff (K-12) will officially return to work on Tuesday 28 January 2020 with a combined Staff  Development 

Day at the Casula campus 

• A second Staff Development Day will occur on Wednesday 29 January 2020, with the K-10 staff at Liverpool 
and the 11-12 staff at Casula.

• Year 11 students and SRC Leaders will start school on Thursday 30 January 2020.

• Students in Year 12 will return on Friday 31 January 2020 in Summer Uniform (no ties for boys).

• The College Swimming Carnival will be held on Monday 3 February 2020 at Prairiewood Leisure Centre 
and all students are expected to be in attendance. For the first time, this carnival will involve students from 
Year 5 right through to Year 12.

Christmas Blessing
I would like to thank all those in the community for a wonderful year. It has been an eventful and excellent year 
with the All Saints community.  I  wish everyone a wonderful Christmas and hope the break allows everyone to 
find the necessary time to rest and recharge.

Mr David Forrester, Principal



From the Assistant Principal

As 2019 draws to a close, it is a wonderful time to reflect on the year that has passed.  We have had a very 
busy and successful 2019, culminating in our Year 11 Mass and Awards Ceremony on Friday 6 December.  

The following students were presented with awards: 

South West Connect VET Work placement Award - Kushant Chand and Hayley Hsiung

Certificate of Achievement for Outstanding Work Ethic from a VET Work Placement Student - Joseph Lay

VET Student of the Year - Gurnoor Kaur for Business Services

Awards For Perfect Attendance
Aiden Andrade
Adrian Arena
Zelcio Campos
Navneal Chandra
Athraa Daief
Tiana Di Giorgi

Academic Achievement Awards For The First Place In Course Awards
Saam Albaraka - Information Processes and Technology
Saleem Alkhouri - English as an Additional Language or Dialect
Aiden Andrade - Studies of Religion 2
Adrian Arena - Economics
Honeyleen Bohol - Digital Photography
Madeline Byrne - Community and Family Studies, English Advanced, English Extension 1
Liam Cabrera - Business Studies, Legal Studies
Zelcio Campos - Digital Photography, Work Studies
Anne Carroll - Ancient History
Peter Daher - Construction
Athraa Daief - PDHPE, Sport Lifestyle and Recreation 1
Tiana Di Giorgi - Italian Beginners
Justin Domingo - Mathematics Standard 1
Jennifer Enriquez - Visual Arts
Hannah Featherstone - Computing Applications 1, Exploring Early Childhood 2
Jonathan Flynn - English Studies
Kyla Foley - Retail Services
Sharlene Gamo - Design and Technology, Music
Simran Gill - Visual Design
Harrison Glenday - Sport Lifestyle and Recreation2
Reeze Anne Gomez - Modern History
Simadra Helo - Digital Photography
Lisa Isaac - Drama 
Yash Karan - Biology
Gurnoor Kaur - Business Services, English Standard
Jimmy Liu - Engineering Studies
Manhua Lu - Chemistry
Kristine Mae Manubay - Society and Culture
Kutenda Muchero - Studies of Religion 1
Dylan Nadan - Investigating Science
Liem Nguyen - Mathematics Advanced, Mathematics Extension 1, Physics
Sarah O’Brien - Food Technology
Adrian Joseph Ramos - Industrial Technology
Melissa Sejdic - Studies in Catholic Thought
Matteo Serret - Italian Continuers

Christabel-Ann Geargeflia
Simran Gill
Kelly Huynh
Gurnoor Kaur
Joseph Kimindiri
Jimmy Liu

Manhua Lu
Aditya Raghu
Adrian Joseph Ramos 
Olivia Torrisi
Christelle Tshamala



Three or more Consistent Effort Awards
Sahar Alkuheli
Rohit George
Julia Karbowski

The Quota Club of Liverpool Award for Community Service  - Matteo Serret

The All Saints Debating and Public Speaking Award - Mareesa Jayees

Outstanding Contribution to Sport in Year 11 - Kyla Foley

University of Western Sydney Academy Access Award - Madeline Byrne

On behalf of the College Community, I would like to congratulate all award recipients. I would also like to 
acknowledge the hard work and success of all students and teachers at All Saints Catholic Senior College. 
2019 has truly been a wonderful year.  I wish you all a holy, happy and safe Christmas and holiday period 
and I look forward to seeing you all in 2020 as we move into a new K-12 entity.

Ms Michelle Ribeiro, Assistant Principal

From the Religious Education Coordinator
Year 11 Retreat
Although a few weeks have past since the Year 11 Retreat, it is worthwhile congratulating the students and 
staff on the manner in which they engaged and participated in the retreat. Thanks to Ms Wilkins and Mr 
Farlow, as well as Mrs Stephenson, for their assistance in overseeing some of the administration of 
coordinating two hundred and ten students across four venues - which is no easy feat.

The retreat program reflected upon the theme ‘Anchored in Hope’, which is sourced from Paul’s Letter to the 
Hebrews 6:19. Students engaged in a number of activities that enabled to reflect on themselves, consider 
the key influences in their lives to date, and to look forward to the future with hope, drawing upon those key 
influences, people and experiences, which have been their ‘anchors’ to date in their lives. The student and 
staff evaluations have been very positive.

The three sites joined together on the Friday morning for Mass celebrated by Fr Joe Murphy, our College 
Chaplain, and students were also able to access the sacrament of Reconciliation with Fr Joe and Fr Matthew. 
We were also lucky to have Mr Keryakos with us for retreat, who is currently replacing Ms Penfold, and will 
shortly be ordained a deacon. We are appreciative and grateful for the ongoing support of the priests of the 
All Saints Parish, who regularly and generously serve our community.

End of Year Mass, ACYF Commissioning, End of an Era and Preliminary Awards
Last Friday, 6 December, it was fitting that the College community came together officially for the last time to 
celebrate the End of Year Advent Mass. In addition, a special blessing was prayed over the students and staff 
who are presently attending the Australian Catholic Youth Festival in Perth and a short aspect of the liturgy 
saw the closure of the Senior College with the decommissioning of the symbols of the College candle and 
banner. The Year 11 Awards followed the Mass where a number of students were celebrated and acclaimed 
for their efforts.

Wishing all our students and families a very happy, holy and peace filled Christmas, and a New Year filled 
with God’s blessing.

Ms Alison Darmody, Religious Education Coordinator

Joseph Kimindiri
Arthana Muthathian
Olivia Torrisi

Anneliese Troupkos
Alanna Xuereb



Social justice is observed throughout the world to raise a voice against social injustice and to remove the 
barriers of gender, race, inequality, religion and discrimination. On Friday 22 November, Giselle Ang, Tuyet 
Nguyen, Lino Paul, Elizabeth Kaloudis, David Kalepo, Mrs Cabral and I attended a Social Justice Day at the 
Australian Catholic University, Strathfield. The day was a great opportunity exploring various aspects about 
social justice, which included talks, activities and special guest speakers who spoke about topics including 
the special works of the St Vincent de Paul Society. The day gave us a great insight behind the scenes of the 
daily tasks of the Society. We even made Christmas cards to send to families currently seeking asylum in 
Australia. Attending social justice days such as this promotes various communities coming together to help 
eliminate poverty, gender and physical discrimination to make a socially integrated society.  

Shanaia D’Souza, Year 11

St Vinnies Social Justice Day



La Cucina Italiana
On Tuesday 2 December both Italian Beginners and Continuers students spent time preparing and cooking 
exquisite Italian cuisine ranging from bruschetta, pizza, spaghetti, hand-made gnocchi to cannoli and 
affogato.

What a wonderful way to celebrate the end of 2019.

Grazie ragazzi… il cibo era delizioso. Complimenti!

Ms Josephine Pecorella and Mrs Teresa Baroni, Italian Teachers



Nan Tien Temple Excursion

The Nan Tien Temple retreat was a very 
enlightening experience.  We participated 

in traditional Buddhism practices including 
meditation, morning chanting, tai chi, and 
calligraphy. All the activities were very mindful 
and it made us appreciate the present moment.
It helped us realise what we take for granted in 
life, without appreciating the efforts and work 
people put in to provide us with the things we 
take for granted.

It also helped us appreciate a different faith and 
the beliefs they have. Being with and seeing the 

way the venerables live out day to day life with 
such peace and grace, we were able to gain a 
deeper understanding of their faith and the true 
core of Buddhism. This helped us a lot with our 
assessment by giving us great examples to 
include in our response on belief systems. 

We could definitely say the whole experience 
of the trip was relaxing, very in the moment 

and peaceful. We became great friends with our 
tour guide and with the adherents that lead us 
around the monastery. The trip also allowed us all 
as a class to become closer to each other and our 
teacher Mrs Ong and Mr Breen. We thank them 
for allowing this trip to happen and the time they 
took away from their families to allow us to 
experience something not many people would 
get to experience. For that, we are very grateful, 
as we know without this amazing experience we 
would not be as knowledgeable about another 
belief system which definitely was useful for our 
assignment, and will be a great asset for our 
Society and Culture HSC Examinations.

Kasey Warren & Alana Mood, Year 11



Tools and Apps
Here you’ll find professionally-reviewed mobile 
apps and tools to help you look after your health 
and wellbeing.

https://au.reachout.com/tools-
and-apps

Rest, relaxation, and time with family and friends is the main goal for 
students over the end of year holidays. However, there are some things that students might like to 
consider doing, perhaps towards the end of the holidays, that will make their HSC year much easier. 

• Organise and rearrange your room and study space to make it a more effective learning area.
• Sort out all of your materials for school, decide what to keep and how to organise your work and if 

you can improve your filing systems.
• Set up term planners for the year so you can map out your due dates when the year starts.
• Set up a study timetable for the year so you have clear times allocated to complete your schoolwork 

during the week.
• Think about building your skills in any areas of weakness or any areas you’d like to develop new skills 

in like touch typing.
• If you can find out any of the novels you will be studying in the coming year, read them over the holidays.
• Consider downloading the syllabus documents for the subjects you will be studying, if you have not 

already done so.
• Finalise your Term 4 notes.
 
Of course we also want students to refresh their mind and body, catch up on their sleep and take the time 
to focus on enjoying a healthy lifestyle.

You can learn more about how to be a more effective student at www.studyskillshandbook.com.au by 
logging in with these details:  Username: ascsc  Password: 60success

Mrs Heather Jesuadian, Leader of Teaching and Learning

Please see link below to access information about the many events being held over the holiday break 
which may interest students

http://www.casulapowerhouse.com



Thursday 30 January 2020 Year 11 Students and SRC return

Friday 31 January 2020 Year 12 Students return

Monday 3 February 2020 ASCC Swimming Carnival - Years 5-12

Thursday 6 February High Achievers Assembly

Friday 14 February K-12 College Opening Mass

Wednesday 19 February Yr 11 Information Evening - 6.30pm

      

https://www.tafensw.edu.au/infofest

9-13 DECEMBER AND 20-24 JANUARY
Discover the perfect course for you, at TAFE NSW InfoFest.

With over 1,200 courses, diplomas and degrees, InfoFest is a great opportunity to get the lowdown on 
your perfect career.

Whether you are already working and looking to build new skills to land a promotion, a school leaver 
wanting to get qualified faster, or if you are thinking about an exciting career change and after some 
essential new skills – you can explore a multitude of options at TAFE NSW InfoFest.


